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populations, including children and low in-
come communities;

(2) the spread of infectious diseases;

(3) risks to food and water supplies; and

(4) an increased number of premature
deaths;

Whereas inaction on climate change will
disproportionately impact communities of
color and exacerbate economic inequalities;

Whereas the Secretary of Defense has iden-
tified climate change as a threat multiplier
that will increase global instability and con-
flict;

Whereas the transition to a clean energy
economy is feasible with existing tech-
nology; and

Whereas the transition to clean energy
will—

(1) create millions of jobs;

(2) increase—

(A) the gross domestic product of the

United States; and

(B) household income;

(3) save—

(A) billions of dollars in avoidable health
costs; and
(B) lives and improve public health;

(4) lower energy bills for businesses and
consumers;

(5) help the United States achieve the
international emissions reduction goal of re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions to 26 to 28
percent of 2005 levels by 2025; and

(6) unlock billions of dollars in private in-
vestment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the United States should—

(1) establish a national goal of more than
50 percent clean and carbon-free electricity
by 2030; and

(2) enact legislation to accelerate the tran-
sition to clean energy to meet that goal.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION  387—CON-
GRATULATING THE HISTORIC CO-
LUMBIA RIVER HIGHWAY ON ITS
100TH YEAR

Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works:

S. REs. 387

Whereas June 7, 2016 marks the 100th anni-
versary of the Historic Columbia River High-
way, a 7b-mile-long scenic highway designed
by Samuel C. Lancaster that runs through
the Columbia River Gorge between Troutdale
and The Dalles, Oregon;

Whereas the Historic Columbia River High-
way, the first scenic highway in the United
States and the first modern highway in the
Pacific Northwest, is a National Historic
Landmark;

Whereas Samuel C. Lancaster wrote that,
when engineering the Historic Columbia
River Highway, Lancaster aimed ‘‘to find

the points where the most beautiful
things along the line might be seen to the
best advantage, and if possible to locate the
road in such a way as to reach them’’;

Whereas the Historic Columbia River High-
way is an engineering masterpiece that suc-
cessfully used innovative engineering tech-
niques to complement the magnificent nat-
ural landscape of the Columbia River Gorge;

Whereas the Historic Columbia River High-
way showcases all aspects of the rich and di-
verse natural landscape of Oregon, including
Multnomah Falls, the fourth-largest water-
fall in the United States;

Whereas the construction of a water-level
route through the Columbia River Gorge,
now Interstate 84, destroyed many sections
of the Historic Columbia River Highway;
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Whereas, in the Columbia River Gorge Na-
tional Scenic Area Act of 1986 (Public Law
99-663; 100 Stat. 4274), Congress directed the
Oregon Department of Transportation to
prepare a program to preserve and restore
the Historic Columbia River Highway for
public use as a historic road;

Whereas the State of Oregon is working to
connect intact and usable highway segments
with recreation trails, where feasible, to cre-
ate a continuous historic road route through
the Columbia River Gorge that links local,
State, and Federal recreation facilities; and

Whereas the continued preservation and
restoration of the Historic Columbia River
Highway will provide greater access to the
Columbia River Gorge for recreation and
tourism, which will help to boost the econo-
mies of the region: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Historic Columbia
River Highway on its 100th year;

(2) recognizes the cultural, economic, and
environmental importance of the Historic
Columbia River Highway;

(3) expresses support for the continued suc-
cess of the restoration of the Historic Colum-
bia River Highway; and

(4) requests that the Secretary of the Sen-
ate prepare an official copy of this resolution
for presentation to Senator Wyden, Senator
Merkley, and Kevin Gorman of Friends of
the Columbia Gorge.

SENATE RESOLUTION  388—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS OF INTER-
NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
MARKEY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. KIRK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MURPHY,
and Ms. CANTWELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 388

Whereas, in March 2016, there are more
than 3,640,000,000 women in the world;

Whereas women around the world—

(1) have fundamental rights;

(2) participate in the political, social, and
economic lives of their communities;

(3) play a critical role in providing and car-
ing for their families;

(4) contribute substantially to economic
growth and the prevention and resolution of
conflict; and

(5) as farmers and caregivers, play an im-
portant role in the advancement of food se-
curity for their communities;

Whereas the advancement of women
around the world is a foreign policy priority
for the United States;

Whereas, on July 28, 2015, in Mandela Hall
at the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethi-
opia, the President told individuals in Afri-
ca—

(1) ““if you want your country to grow and
succeed, you have to empower your women.
And if you want to empower more women,
America will be your partner’’; and

(2) ‘‘girls cannot go to school and grow up
not knowing how to read or write—that de-
nies the world future women engineers, fu-
ture women doctors, future women business
owners, future women presidents—that sets
us all back’’;

Whereas 2015 marked the 20th anniversary
of the adoption of the Beijing Declaration at
the Fourth World Conference on Women, in
September 1995, which reaffirmed—

(1) the commitment of the international
community to the full implementation of

March 3, 2016

the rights of women and girls as an inalien-
able, integral, and indivisible part of all
human rights; and

(2) that local, regional, national, and glob-
al peace is attainable and inextricably
linked to the advancement of women, who
are a fundamental force for leadership, con-
flict resolution, and the promotion of lasting
peace at all levels;

Whereas 2016 will mark the 5-year anniver-
sary of the establishment of the first United
States National Action Plan on Women,
Peace, and Security, which includes a com-
prehensive set of commitments by the
United States to advance the meaningful
participation of women in decisionmaking
relating to matters of war or peace;

Whereas the first United States National
Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security
states that, ‘“‘Deadly conflicts can be more
effectively avoided, and peace can be best
forged and sustained, when women become
equal partners in all aspects of peace-build-
ing and conflict prevention, when their lives
are protected, their experiences considered,
and their voices heard.”’;

Whereas there are 58 national action plans
around the world, and there are 15 national
action plans known to be in development;

Whereas at the White House Summit on
Countering Violent Extremism in February
2015, leaders from more than 60 countries,
multilateral bodies, civil society, and pri-
vate sector organizations agreed to a com-
prehensive action agenda against violent ex-
tremism that—

(1) highlights the importance of the inclu-
sion of women in countering the threat of
violent extremism; and

(2) notes that ‘““‘women are partners in pre-
vention and response, as well as agents of
change’’;

Whereas women remain underrepresented
in conflict prevention and conflict resolution
efforts, despite the proven success of women
in conflict-affected regions in—

(1) moderating violent extremism;

(2) countering terrorism;

(3) resolving disputes through nonviolent
mediation and negotiation; and

(4) stabilizing societies by improving ac-
cess to peace and security—

(A) services;
(B) institutions; and
(C) venues for decisionmaking;

Whereas peace negotiations are more like-
ly to end in a peace agreement when wom-
en’s groups play an influential role in the ne-
gotiation process;

Whereas studies show that a peace agree-
ment is 35 percent more likely to last not
less than 15 years if women participate in
the development of the peace agreement;

Whereas according to the Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs of the Department of State, the full and
meaningful participation of women in secu-
rity forces vastly enhances the effectiveness
of the security forces;

Whereas, on August 30, 2015, the Secretary
of State and the Secretary of State for For-
eign and Commonwealth Affairs of the
United Kingdom highlighted, ‘‘our goal must
be to build societies in which sexual violence
is treated—legally and by every institution
of authority—as the serious and wholly in-
tolerable crime that it is. We have seen glob-
al campaigns and calls to action draw atten-
tion to this issue and mobilize governments
and organizations to act. But transformation
requires the active participation of men and
women everywhere. We must settle for noth-
ing less than a united world saying no to sex-
ual violence and yes to justice, fairness and
peace.’’;

Whereas, in 2014—

(1) 700,000,000 women or girls had been mar-
ried before the age of 18; and
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